
The Bible says, (Romans 3:10-18), “There is none righteous, no, not one.”  “There is none who understands”  “There is none who seeks after God.”  “They have all turned aside.”  “There is none who does good, no, not one; no one understands, no one seeks for God; All turned aside, together they have gone wrong; no one does good, not even one.”

“Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongue to deceive.” “The venom of asps is on their lips.” “Their mouths are full of curses and bitterness.”


“Their feet are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and misery, and the way of peace they do not know.  There is no fear of God before their eyes.”



We note that in Romans 3:23, “All have sinned and com3 short of the glory of God.”  Perhaps a good way to really express the truth of that statement is to make it personal, that is, “I have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  THIS is where we have to begin.


There is a scripture verse in the Old Testament that underscores all that the Apostle Paul has said.  In Genesis 6:5, some time after the fall of man, we read this, “The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thought of his heart was only evil continually.”


Notice WHO saw this…THE LORD!


Now, to be sure, these verses are not for proof texting.  They are used to show the whole umbrella of the DILEMMA OF MANKIND.


This is a pretty sad commentary on mankind, and yet, the interesting thing is that it all comes from the Bible. Judging from the Bible’s characterization of mankind, and the literal actions of mankind, there can be no doubt of the fallen character of all mankind.


The important thing here is to note that THERE ARE NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS STATEMENT.  Romans 3:23, states. “..for ALL have sinned and come short of the glory of God…”


This is a critical issue when sharing the Good News of the Lord.  It must be emphasized!  It must be understood!  It must be accepted!


The truth is, most folks don’t know, understand or will admit the truth of this.  Ask most anyone and they will tell you that they are, in reality, good people. They would offer that the Bible could not possible be talking about them.


But once we have come to really understand this, as it applies to each of us, then we will have an easier time expressing the reality to others and therefore the need for a spiritual change in their lives.


No doubt there will be those contacts who will reject this characterization of themselves. (You might even yourself). The truth is, most folks rate themselves as good people, and cannot conceive of themselves as bad (sinful).

But the Bible gives answers to those who would make those objections.  For instance, I John 1:8 says, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.”


I John 1:10 says, “If we say we have not sinned, we make Him (God), a liar and His word is not in us.  In the Book of James, we read, “For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.”


Isaiah puts it this way, “But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousness’s are like filthy rags.”  (Ia. 64:6a).

And there will be some who object to this characterization if it is to be applied to their lives.  But that’s okay.  The POINT is that the Bible, the Word of God, (whether they accept the Bible as truth or not), that says this.  It is not YOU saying it.  It is GOD, Himself!


(By the way, you don’t have to defend the Bible. It can take care of itself,  If they won’t accept what you are sharing with them, then again, that is their problem, not yours.)


IF they reject, THAT is not your problem, it is theirs.  But you must do your part whether someone accepts it or not.


I know it is hard to deal with theses negatives in learning how to do evangelism, but until we understand the reality of the bad, as well as the good, we have no grounds for trying to bring light to the good.

But the thing about it is that we have to be ready to present the bad so a person can get a glimpse of their need so the Blessed Holy Spirit can do His work in their lives.


This is a reality check, to see if a person is open to hearing the truth about mankind’s spiritual state before God, the Father.  Remember, it is never our responsibility to save anyone.  Only God can do the saving part.


It is our responsibility to present the facts to them and then allow the Holy Spirit to do the convincing.


But again, in order to b e able to share the facts with someone, one MUST know what the facts are.  That is why it is necessary to be prepared to present the facts.  It takes dedication.  It takes study. It takes memorizing some specific scriptures to back up and fortify what you are presenting.

Better yet, it takes understanding what the problem is that mankind faces and preparation to be able to clearly and competently share the bad and the good news.
